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LY when hit fellow-ſervants 
ſaw what was done, they 
were very ſorry, and told 
 wnto their Lord all that was 
done. 8 Marr. xvn, 31. 


2 quibus Imperium „ qui 
f Mundi fræna tenetis, 
Ne tantum tolerate Nefas - - 


concern for the Victim of them. 

The Caſe of Mr. Roberts is made on 
the other Side of the Water, and di throug- 
bout the Continent: r 0 > 
ke Keflettions it, prejudicial ro the 
Mane of hrs - and of the ws iy of 
Gentlemen out of which thoſe Jurymen were 

Numbers of Foreigners are induced to Con- 
demn our Laws, as believing Tricking and Kna- 
very countenanced by chem; Bur they do not dis- 
cern that the Fault lies in Abuſe of Forms, and 
not in the true Spirit and Intent of our Law. 
The common Law of England is common Senſe, 
and whatſoever is repugnant to Thar, is repugnant 
to Law. 


grace; for a Delay againſt you 
in the mind's of all, who read the Caſe of Mr. Ro- 


141 


_ _ 206 whe not read it? The 
ory es a ſtrong Impreſſion every where, 
E AC e the Feogle of 


2M amongſt and of 
you , many 
you knew him well, he was viſited, beloved, and 
eſtcemed by all his Acquaintance , for his fweer 
his modeſt Carriage, "and drrene Be- 
No one of e 


haviour. 


_ Likewiſe Dr. Finney was born in County 
— SNESED 


_ well eſteemed, and charitable, 


> —_— —  — 
the bad means and wicked Arrifices that were uſed 
by ponies to rote Proton, end oo cow 
odious , thereby to Effect Deſigns 
upon Mr. Roberts. 


There could be no Danger of your being in 


me Number of his Perſecmors, who knew him 


S ; mult be ſenßdiy af- 
The hand Mn wo him and to the deceaſed 
1 his Brother in Law, muſt 


provoke 


It is difficult, I allow, to fay what attonement 
can bemade the Deceaſed Mr. Roberts, for depri- 
ving him of his Goods and his Life; But his Me- 
mory calls for a Juſtification; and ought to be clc- 
ared from the alperion thrown on it by the 
unjuſt Verdi of the Jury, which was the C 
of all his Misfortunes, and the Ruine, and Ex- 
_ tinftion of the Family. 

The Truth muſt be told plainly. Mr. Roberts 


that he never could exert himſelf with courage to 
— A 3 wühſtand 


Fe was fo far from being a perſon frantick or 
deprived of the uſe of his Reaſon , that he ne- 
ver was from his Cradle disordered in mind, but 
improved gradually by Inſtruſtion according to 
his Years, and had good Judgment, and a true 
Senſe of his Sufferings throughout, the whole Cour- 
ſe of his Aſflictions, and endured them with Re- 
fignation, and Temper, which is to the 
greateſt Endowments and Talents of mind. And this 
to his laſt Moments, Nr 
Troubles. . 
ding, Gentlemen, by the haſty Verdiſt of your 
Jurymen , Mr. Roberts was delivered over a Prey 
to his mercileſs Enemies; The fatal 
to your View fill daily, more and more. Wir- 
hour this Verdiſt, which yourſelves know to have 
been moſt fraudulently obtained, He had now 
been in rhe undiſturbed and quiet Poſſeſſion of his 
Lawfull Inheritance. He had not been drag'd 
from his own Houſe to aPriſon. Bur would have 
lived hoſpitably and charirably, as his Fathers be- 
fore him did in the boſom of his Country and un- 
der the Proteſtion of its Laws with a Wife and 
Children the Probable Fruits of his intended Mar- 
rage 


made of it, when this deceit was impoled 


upon 
—_— _ Some 


to ſuch of them, as theſe, we maſt p 


make them more ſenſible of the 


aol ts ahue 1 hows herweted : yer we 
don't hear they have like him brought agai 


fuch a 
Pieces. Leaving fuch men to the Scourge of their 
done 


To 
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ung es long 


To others of the Jury we apply, who are men 
Principles, and who had no 
mislead; and ſuffered 


as 
the Verdict, by which ro Appearence you un- 
animouſly upon your fem Oath's return Mr. 
Roberts a 


3 
Contrary is fo pubhekly 
yourſelves. Your 

Names are confounded, and are not as yet to be 
from thoſe of the abandoned Wret- 


chen who afted only by the Diftates of the Pro- 


a5 ſecutors 


- 


Lamatick, and that be had not enjoyed ans 


110 J : 


ſecutors Attorneys. Make, Gentlemen, your fe- 
rious Refleftions upon this. To do Juſtice and 


to retrieve Matters in fome Meaſure is ſtill in 
your Power; You have time and ity left 


Severity of the Laws, who deſerve ir. 

The Method of doing this is obvious. De- 
clare publickely to the World, like honeſt Men, 
what you have faid, and fay to 
ry day of your Lives, that Mr. Roberts was nei- 
fign to Report him ſuch, that you did not know 
your Verdict would be fo conſtrued as to imply 
That you underſtood not the Word's 
wrſound Mind, in that Senſe; And that Mr. Ro- 
e Jr he 

12 Years, were Words contrary to 

.. and fraudulently inſerted 
in the Verdict. Obſerve, Gentlemen, this you 
have declared to hundreds, and you now Repear 


upon the World for Yours, Your 


ce requires that you diſown the VerdiQ. 
If you will not, 32 

„ and Share the Infamy with thoſe, who 
Leo to» che axes of tis Poke cad 
Stephen Anderſon to conſpire and Effect the Rui- 


ne of your innocent Countrymen Mr. Roberts and 


Dr. Finney. 


of the Jurymen who firſt reported Mr. Roberts 


Lunatick 


opportunity 
to extricate your ſelves; and leave thoſe to the 


your Friends eve- | 


your Friends; And as ne 


Juſtification of 
yourſelves ought tobe as publick; Common Juſti- 


I am well affured, Gentlemen, that not one 


a. ot 
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Lunatick or who confirmed the Verdi of Exeter, 
againſt Mr. Roberts in the Court of K—s Bench 
at Weſtminſter, knew him, or had ever 
ſeen him till that Day, ſo that the Sherifs ap- 
pointment and Choice of the Jury was manifeſtly 
illegal, for rhe Law fays, 1 
cineto or Neighbourhood of the Perſon impea- 
ched, who are ſuppoſed beſt to know the Partys 
You, Gentlemen, who were then preſent in Court 


can beſt tell what Grounds the Confirmation 
of that Verdict was founded. 
Is it not true that the Jury unanimouſly deela- 


when the Word's unſound Mind were to 
the Jury, they faid he was a weak Man, but not 
of unſound Mind. Did not Mr. Maiterman tell 
the Jury, Gentlemen, and Weack is the 
Same, I ſuppoſe you intend to do his Buſineſs Effe- 
fu ally? Did not Sr. Wm. Morrice the foreman re- 
ply; if /o, you may pus bim down of unſound Mind? 
Did nor Sr. In. and others of the Jury ob- 
jet aloud and fay, no, xo, be is not 4 Perjon of ww 
ſound Mind? What then Silenced theſe Gentlemen, 
and cauſed them to Submit ro Maſtermans Difta- 

to yield to this Impoſition? By whoſe 
ee 
man was not inſtantly chaſtifed for his T 
and Preſumtion? Why was he fuffered to Change 
rick nor Lise, and to Regiſter in the Name of the 
Jury a Verdict direttly contrary to their Report, 


Nr 


[ 2] 
viz. Lynacy without an Incervall for 12 Years? This 


Man is Maſter of the Crown office upon Impe- 


achments of Treaſon or other State Crimes, you 
may be innocent, bur ſhould his Face &c. be 
againſt you, as little Mercy may be ſhewn you as 
to Mr. Roberts and his Fate be yourown. 

It is well known, the forwardneſs of ſome of 
the Jury overawed the reſt, and hindred their 
ty ht on» Conn, Thus were 

hurried on to a Concluſion, leaſt fome Inci- 


or diſeoneert 
8 Night at the 


Tavern. IAA 
— 


Mr. In. Polluxfon the Sheriff p ar this 
thar moſt Zealous promoter of Guir Gale ans 
likewiſe well inform you of Particulars. 


That Party's ſhould meet and conſult with their 
own advocates and / is Natural. Bur 
| who are ſworn to be impartial, and 
themſelves ro be bur ro 
to Evidence given in 


open Court only. That Jurymen, I fay, ſhould 


meer the Sollicitors and Witneſſes of con lic 
at a Tavern, there to concert how to deſtroy, and 
Ruin the Fortunes of the oppoſite Party's, by a 
Verdiſt to be given before Judges the next Day, 
i fork monſtrous — and Proſtitution that 
if there is no Law in 


he the Crime of fuch horrid Proceedings, 
aLaw 


being to inflict Puniſhments 


or" A, t ww HY B 
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of the Jury muſt fay they were direſted by Mr. 


Thomas Gerrard and the other Commiſſioners ro 


trye the Capacity only of Mr. Roberts for that 


the Lord Ch---r for Good and Wiſe Purpoſes, had 
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See, the bitter Fruits of the Ver- 
dift, the fad Conſequence of 


The Conſequene is the uner Ruine of Mr, 


Roberts Family, and that will be ſoon followed 
by the Ruine of a thouſand other Family's, in 
like manner, if the Authors of this very bad E- 
ample are not properly checked and punifhed. 


God 
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to Deſtroy Mr. Roberts and all his Ad- to obtain 


the immediate Succeſſion. 


What Law could interdict Mr. Roberts Marriage, if 
he was no Lunatiek, what lav could impower Dean 
Lynch to drag him out of his own houſe, to fell 
o ſtarve van ins — 


them as r 


rick and are conſeious to themfelves that he was 
no Lunatick, and that they had no Evidence of 
Lunacy againſt him , they Perjure themſelves 


= BD 


If rhro' favour to ſome s, of for pris 
vate Conſiderations this nien 
us; Admoniſh them that this is the only Method 
leſt them to prevent the Publication of Certain 
Matters and Facts, they will not be pleaſed, the | 
Nation ſhould be informed of Out of Cha- 
rity, Gentlemen we have ſpared them, and if | 
this Confuſion befalls them they are to thank 
themſelves. | comes er them the Wy, if 
they are wiſe enough ſeaſonably to profit by this | 
Admonition. There is Time and {till 
left hem in ſome Meaſure to retrieve what hath 
been done amifs. But if they fear the Menaces | 
9 » more than their own 
— NK - borfle- pete 
than that faichfull that fubſtirure of God 
is their own Sire: And be nee the Honour 4 
and Honeſty to their Error. We 
are furniſhed with amchennck Proofs of ll, they 
ſhall expoſe chem and their Conduft to the View | 
6— | : 


 Reparation to the laſt Moments of your | 
Lives when the Conſciences of the worſt of men | 


begin to work n of what you well 
know, and ought not 41 bad Lives. 


end miſerableEnds of Ms: Terre 


r 


voy "wy gy war Wu Ty yy a= vs 
'* 


great Men, Warriors, Patriots and learned Men, 
who have done Honour to their Nation by their 
Eminent Ought you then to ſuffer 
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[25] 


whom ſo many Gentlemen knew, many 
Years acquaintance and Obſervation to be a Sober 
conſiſtent and rational Man. Nothing is more eaſy 
than for you to be fully informed. The Very 
Eftate and Liberty and by Conſequence his Li 

upon that Pretence, are themſelves as I faid befo- 
re now alive you. AſkthemReaſfons for 
their ſo doing; I doubt their Anfwers Will fcan- 
daliſe and offend you much. They muſt fay it 
was not Mr. Roberts, but Dr. Finney they inten- 
ded to injure, That they ſbould not have reported 
Mr. Roberts Lunatic, but to remove him from Dr. 
Ney, againſt whom, without any 
themſelves of rhe Man, they had been 
by the evil Suggeitions of ſome Malitious men 
and a Band of Aſk the jurymen why 
they reported Mr. Roberts Lunatick for 12 Years? 
They'l tell you it was done to prevent Dr. Fin- 


* „ 


ney's being benefitted by any Att of His Brother 
min Law. a | 


Aſk them, didir appear to you that Mr. Roberts 


had at any Time been ill treated or defrauded by 


his Brother ? They muſt anfwer, he had not; 


mutt fay he did tell | 
Had you a fingle Evidene of any Att of Inſaniry 


or the ſhadow or appearance of Lunacy in him 
The Anſwer muſt be, No, we had not. | 


| Speak Trath. Four: provoed thi See, | 
Judge you whether it is for the Honour of the | 
Nation to ſuffer fuch iniquitous Perſecutions to 


Many, 


y 
till at Length Liberty 
It you will 


TT] 


4 


end here? No! | 


 Familrs? or that their profi: able Roguery will 


you have heard. He lived many Years in your 
County: And you know the ftrict and ſevere 
enquiry the Proſecutors of Mr. Roberts and their 
Attorney's made into the Life of Dr. Finney 


and ſtrange Inquiſition Court againft him. If they 
found him an immoral Man; if he has been a 
Spoiler of and a Pillager ; of his Neigh- 


from 
_ even his Infancy, by erecting ryrannically a new 


2 


WI 


if he was eſteemed by the Good and 


1 


Tm TER hl i 
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Injuſtice; 


to his Raine 
him 


[ Þ 1 
the Profecution was envious and Maliciousthrough- 


e tall ir will be 
cerned at this complicated Injury ir 
700 late do repair it and ſo admit the Guilt of 


mily forever. I am, 
Gentlemen, 


Your well Wirber ac. 


| 


Looking on uncon- | 


Perjury, which will ſtick by them and their Fa- 


__ __— 


nom, and to be Judge hereafter, the laying 


| * 


re me in this world and ſave me in the next, as 


Oh! what Account can they give of 
Perjury or wilfull Breach of Oaths, where- 
with they bind their Souls to live or periſh 
everlaſtingly, according to the Trum and 
Faithfulneſs, or the Deceit and Falſehood in 
them? The Preſence of God, the Appeal 
to that God, the calling God to be Witneſi 


Hand on his Holy Book, to avoid the Curſes, 


and to partake of the Bleſſings therein writ- 
ten. To pray feriously, S help me God, So 


give me thy Grace, and all good things, So p 


I am fencere and faithful in the Oath I have now 
taken, otherwiſe, belp me not in this Life, fave 
me not in the Life Everlaſting. Surely this is 
the higheſt Act of Religion. If men can play 
with ſuch Sacred things, if they can call the 
God of Truth to be Wineſs to a Lye, if they 
can promiſe in his Name, and in his Sighe, 


forni, this is the moſt preſumptuous Sin, moſt 
Sinfull! Ir overturns all the Foun- 
dations of Human Juſtice , of Civil Govern» 
ment, af common Chriſtianity. There is 
an End of all Law, and of all Religion. If 
ſuch Iniquity abound, the Land muſt mourn 
and Curſes will come upon Perjured People. 
Do not Countenance this Sin, it muſt be abo- 


minable in the Sight of God, and it muſt be 
deſtructive of all the Rights of you and yours. 
Look back on former Ages, and tale core 
of your Pofterity. Be fedfaft to your knoun 
Laws, reſent not onlythe groſs and open Vio- 
lations, but be jealous of, and avoid the very 
Appearance of Innovations in them. Say not of 
a light Breach, or Change, as Lot did of Zo- | 
ar, it it not & little one? and fo comply with 
it. For believe me, a ſingle Treſpaſs on the 
Confticution, wi/fally committed, is like 2 
fingle Gram, that yeilds a great Incre- 
ſe. Indulge no fair Opportunity, nor con- 
nive at the Inſolent way of playing wick 
Oaths, as it were, jefting to break afunder | 
take away all your Libenies and Iropenis | 
and your very Lives. If a Faſhion ſhould 
obtain for having Oaths in Contempt, and 
for toſſimg them about at pleafure, this will | 
diſſolve all Government, and deftroy all Ju- 
ſtice. Why? Then the Prince may break | 
his Coronation Oaths and be a Tyrant Op- 
prefſor. The Judges may abſolve themſelves | 
from their Oaths, and become Spoilers and 
Robbers of the Nation. 


„* 
our Conſtitution, 1 
Laws, 


__ — 


re eee ere 


my 
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Laws, and their Oaths, beinfluenced by wrong 
Meaſures, to call thoſe Impu//es their Cunſci- 
ences, ĩ e. the full perſuaſion of their own 
Mind, when they are but either an Obſtinate 
Humour, Prepoſſeſſion and deep Prejudice, 
or Sordid Intereſt, and goe unhappily after 
the Spirit of Deluſon, and call that the Spirit 
of Trath. When Mens Jugdments are thus 
to be dazzled with falſe Lights, and their 
Minds can be fo poiſoned as to forget their 
Oaths, and to bring their Paſfons only to 
Petty Ordcles and Retailers of the Law, and 
theſe will Swarm in all your Borders, trading 
with Money, and Oaths. Theſe Whiſperers 


you in Gangs. Witmefs's will be found, to 


appear, and ſwear you our of your good Na- 
Then comes vena! Eloquerce driving them as 
the Evil Spirit did the Swine, Violently down 
Steep places. So may any falſe Verdict be Ju- 


tied. For all Juftice depends on Truth, 


and where that is artfully vailed over, ccn- 
cealed or misrepreſented, the Judges of the 
Land are deceived in Facts, and can only 
waſh their hands, and fay, I am innocent as to 
this Matter, See ye to it. I wiſh to God there 
were few ſuch Reprobates and Apoſtates from 


Engliſh Honeſty and Chriſtian Faich. 1 hope 
there are few in the Land. If it become x 


our Land to mourn and to be the Sear of In- 
famy and Defolation. Oh! a facred ſeriom 


Senſe of Oarhs, and the ſtrict Obbganon of 
them, is one of the chief things belonging 
to our Peace and Security, now and hereafter. 
on the Funeral of 


See @ Sermon 
Henry Roberts, Hr. July 23 174 


London printed 2745. 


National Sin, it muſt bring 2 Scandal and a 
Judgment upon the Nation. It muſt make 
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